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LUCKNOW, SEPT 18:
Bahujan Samaj Party
president Mayawati on
Friday asked the Uttar
Pradesh government to
appeal in the Supreme
Court against the high
court's stay on
implementing nearly 91 per
cent reservation for SC
students in MBBS
admissions in four medical
colleges in the
state.Mayawati said the
court probably would not
have imposed a stay if  the
state government strongly
argued that the additional
reservation was provided in
medical colleges built with
funds meant for the welfare
of  the SC category.

In an X post in Hindi,
Mayawati said, "If  the Uttar
Pradesh government had
strongly advocated in the
honourable court that the
provision for additional
reservation for the
Scheduled Castes category
in the medical colleges built
in Saharanpur,
Ambedkarnagar, Kannauj
and Jalaun districts with
funds from the 'Special
Component Plan' meant for
the welfare and benefit of
the SC community is
separate from the general 50
per cent reservation, and
that this arrangement
proves the full utility of the
Special Component Plan,
then perhaps the
honourable court would
have certainly given

Appeal against stay on 91 pc SC reservation
in MBBS admissions: BSP to UP govt

positive consideration to this
and not imposed a stay on it."

But now, she said, the
High Court has imposed a
ban on this and the medical
admissions here are also
affected by it. In such a
situation, it would be
appropriate for the Uttar
Pradesh government to
appeal in the Supreme
Court immediately for the
required relief. The
Lucknow bench of
Allahabad High Court on
Wednesday stayed the
implementation of nearly 91
per cent reservation for
NEET-UG admissions to
MBBS courses in four

government medical
colleges in Uttar Pradesh,
while allowing counselling
to proceed based on the
reservation percentages
applicable in other
government medical
colleges.

A bench of Justices
AlokMathur and Amitabh
Kumar Rai permitted
counselling with 21 per cent
reservation for Scheduled
Castes, 2 per cent for
Scheduled Tribes and 27
per cent for Other Backward
Classes. Admissions made
pursuant to the counselling
will, however, remain
subject to the outcome of

the proceedings.
The court also issued a

show-cause notice to the
Additional Chief  Secretary,
Medical Education
Department, asking why
criminal contempt
proceedings should not be
initiated against him for
allegedly failing to comply

with an undertaking given
before the court last year.
During the hearing, senior
advocate A N Tripathi,
appearing for the
petitioners, submitted that
the state government had
given an undertaking during
the previous proceedings
that the reservation

arrangement would be
brought in line with the
statutory provisions from
the 2026-27 academic
session. Despite this, the
reservation in the four
colleges had resulted in the
overall quota reaching
nearly 91 per cent, he
submitted.

SC suggests multi-
department
strategy to prevent
hooch tragedies
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, SEPT 18: The
Supreme Court on Friday
suggested a series of
measures for states and
Union territories to prevent
hooch tragedies, calling for
a coordinated, multi-
department approach to curb
the illegal manufacture,
transportation and sale of
spurious liquor.A bench of
Justices J B Pardiwala and K
VinodChandran issued a
slew of suggestions while
quashing Rules 18A and 18B
of the Maharashtra Poisons
Rules, which were inserted
through a 2011 notification
after a major hooch tragedy
in Mumbai." History bears
eloquent testimony to the
fact that a complete alcohol
ban often drives the liquor
trade underground,
increasing the prevalence of
unregulated, lethal brews,"
Justice Pardiwala wrote in
the verdict and gave a slew
of suggestions instead.

The suggestions
emphasise breaking the
chain of supply and demand
of  illicit liquor,
strengthening enforcement
at state borders and
tightening the regulation of
methanol, a chemical that
can be diverted for use in
manufacturing spurious
liquor."As liquor is
manufactured in the state and
also brought from outside,
implementation steps
should involve strict
monitoring at the state
borders. In this regard, the
state transport department
being vigilant at the borders
would help control illegal
transport of liquor in the
state...," the verdict said.
Implementing peripheral
laws concerning
procurement, manufacture,
transportation, sale and
consumption of liquor
within the state would also
prove critical in preventing
hooch tragedies from
occurring, it added.

"The state police, in
coordination with the
prohibition department and
the excise department,
respectively, can identify
and bring to book local
breweries, which are
generally located in semi-
industrial areas, congested
areas in the urban parts of
the state," the court said. Any
chemical solvent used in the
manufacture of spurious
liquor is generally illegally
procured from industrial
units, it added.

IN BRIEF
Man dies after setting
himself  on fireat
Jwalamukhi temple
SHIMLA:  A man from
Rajasthan died on Friday
after allegedly setting
himself on fire at the
Jwalamukhi temple in
Himachal Pradesh’s Kangra
district, police said.The
deceased has been identified
as Ramdas, a resident of
Jhalawar in Rajasthan.
According to police, the
incident took place on
Thursday evening when
Ramdas went to the temple
to pay obeisance. He allegedly
doused himself with petrol
and set himself on fire,
sustaining severe burn
injuries. People present at the
spot informed the police and
tried to put out the flames.
Ramdas died during
treatment at Dr Rajendra
Prasad Government Medical
College and Hospital in
Tanda on Friday morning,
police said.


